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ABSTRACT

According to Imam Ali (pbuh), each society is based on the rulers observing political piety and on the other hand, it is based on the

people observing piety in their life. Both in the Holy Quran, Islamic teaching, Imam Ali words in Nahjolbalaghe, it is said that piety is

aboding forbidden things and acting based on good deeds. According to Imam Ali, without piety, no Islamic ruler can lead the society

to salvation. Piety is repeated many times in Nahjolbalaghe and according to Imam Ali, piety should be observed by the commanders.

The most important aspect of piety according to Imam Ali is political piety. With political piety, a government is called religious or

Islamic. This study attempts to express the concept of piety in the Holy Quran, also political piety and its significance in the words of

Imam Ali are evaluated.
Keywords: Piety, ethics, political piety, Nahjolbalaghe.
Introduction

One of the realties as referred in the Holy Quran is that piety
has different ranks. According to Allah: AlE 3a dll @) O you
who have believed, fear Allah as He should be feared (Alemran,
verse 102) ",

This verse means picty has some ranks as real piety. There are
other ranks below this rank. According to Allame Tabatabayi in
Tafsir olmizan:

“If the concept of real piety is actualized, pure worship is
created. Thus, obedience without sin, gratefulness without
being unthankful and advice without ignorance are created and
this concept is different from the verse “ainkaind L dll & (So
fear Allah as much as you are able) (Al-Taghabun, verse 16).
This verse means as you able, you fear Allah.

In the Holy Quran and Nahjolbalaghe, piety is not a definite
rank or position, it is a moral state including all spiritual ranks.
It means that for each spiritual position, there is a piety. It is
said that piety is based on 10 ranks: First avoiding the forbidden
and observing the obligatory deeds. Second, performing the

mentioned deeds and avoiding the forbidden except for the
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necessary needs. This position is mentioned by Imam Ali
(pbuh):
“If I wanted to achieve some food as pure honey and wheat and

silk wearing, I could have done it. But I don’t want to go to the

best kinds of food.
Nahjolbalaghe

Indeed, Nahjolbalaghe is one of the most important written
sources of human being guidance. This work is a set of words of
Imam Ali from linguistic, ethical, political and educational
aspects and it is the brother of Quran in Islam history. Its
concepts are not only dedicated to the Shie, the main feature of
Nahjolbalaghe is referring to the public. In Nahjolbalaghe, Ibn
Hadid says: various versions of Nahjolbalaghe were destroyed in
the life of Seyed Razi (1999:93) 1’1,

The significance of Nahjolbalaghe is based on the words of “ our
Imam”, Imam Ali. This book is a vivid book and his book is
called Akholghoran (Brother of the holy Quran) Pl. The term
“Akh” means brother and this is referred to the consistency of
Nahjolbalaghe with the Holy Quran. It means that both books
are holy. With the difference that the holy verses are sent from
God and the heaven but Nahjolbalaghe is issued by a holy
character. During the life of our Prophet, Imam Ali was called
S el sladinhy LG,
‘.’«ub)‘!\{f}é% (Nahjolbalaghe, sermon 189) 4,

According to the brotherhood of the Holy Quran and

his successor. It was said:

Nahjolbalaghe, we can say:

adadl alay dll (S S
Jouall Qs el b sy
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Nahjolbalaghe is called “Brother of Quran” and the words of
Imam Ali are called “the words of Imam Ali”. Seyed Razi
collected the words and called it Nahjolbalaghe, it means the
book has a powerful speech.

Piety in the holy Quran

According to Ragheb Isfahani in the Mofradat book:

“Vaghi”, protecting something against damage and loss.
According to the holy verses: Alaals 5 (God protected them).
) Qe ei‘jjj (protected them against hell). (- 4 oy eéju}
Sla¥s s (you have no guardian except God). (,ﬁ_...:u\\;}
B Slais (protect yourself and your family from the hell fire).
Piety is protection against any fear. According to religious texts,
piety is avoiding any sin and forbidden and according to the
traditions: The border between Halal and Haram is vivid but if
anyone is in the border between them, he will fell P,

In the interpretation of Mohid Azam, Seyed Heidar Amoli says:
“Piety has different ranks and the weak believers and real
believers have some ranks. According to the weak believers,
piety is avoiding sin and doing the religious obligations. This
term is derived of “Etgha” as avoidance and means prevention of
bad events by considering barriers for it. For example, it is said:
ol agldl E) (The shield was a barrier to the arrow). But
according to the real believers, piety is avoiding what is said and
avoiding the Halal worldly graces unless for the necessity 1.
According to the Holy Quran, if a believer fears of doing sin,
God forgives his small sins. According to Allah:

WA alaai g adlin die 5K A 933:‘ Easn (Talagh verse, 5): And
whoever fears Allah - He will make for him of his matter ease
Also, ?&L‘LJYJ Al eé—“‘— L’J;g )58 5 1 sial ‘—’t‘g\ Jal :) o
«c:‘;m cilia (Al-Maede, verse 65): And if only the People of the
Scripture had believed and feared Allah, We would have
removed from them their misdeeds and admitted them to
Gardens of Pleasure ",

Piety is raised after faith and it is avoiding the sins leading to the
hell fire as Shirk and other great sins leading to punishment.
Also, bad doing is forgiven by God and this is the small sins.
According to God: ?)S:‘L‘f“" e‘s-“‘— Kl de O3t PPt u‘»
Ly £ pERH) 5)5553} If you avoid the major sins which you are
forbidden, We will remove from you your lesser sins and admit
you to a noble entrance (Al-Nisa, verse 31) I'l. Based on these
two verses, forbidden in the literal definition of piety as: Piety
is avoiding the forbidden” are the great sins I”). Another issues in
the holy Quran as repeated is that the goal of worship is piety as
God has created human being to worship him. According to the
holy Quran:

Ol \J‘ uﬂ}“; LP-“ KHEQPPN (Alzariat, verse 56): And [tell
them that] I have not created the invisible beings and men to
any end other than that they may [know and] worship Me.
According to the Holy Quran, one of the goals of sending the
Messengers is inviting people to worship the only God.
According to Allah:

st ) A e o Yok Al 08 3 s Ay, (AL
Nahl, verse 36): And We certainly sent into every nation a
messenger, [saying], "Worship Allah and avoid Taghut."

Or:

»éesmi L‘Jﬂ‘ 138 5 Meld ;;’5333 Y Fl ZJlj» (AL-Maryam verse
36): And indeed, Allah is my Lord and your Lord, so worship
Him. That is a straight path."

Such worship is only for human being perfection and our God
doesn’t need any worship. In other words, worshipping is for
the perfection of human being not a perfection for God.
According to Allah:

“Aied ir"d i :Ju [EXPEN u4)‘>“ = Y ef”‘ ) 5585 &!))(Ibrahim,
verse 8) 'l:

"If you should disbelieve, you and whoever is on the earth
entirely - indeed, Allah is Free of need and Praiseworthy."

The holy Quran has no introduced worship as the final goal of
human creation and it is a middle goal and other goals are also
used. As it is written in the Holy Quran:

&8 KT A0S B a5 &EL g3 255 15 G G By (AL
Baghare, verse 21): O mankind, worship your Lord, who
created you and those before you, that you may become
righteous!'!

In this noble verse, piety is a goal for which human being is
created and it means that piety is the perfection of human and
worship is a means to achieve perfection.

According to Fakhr Razi:

“Worship is a practice by which piety is achieved as virtuousness
is avoiding losses and worship is a practice to which we are
ordered, it means that worship is not avoiding loss. It is as God
has said: Worship your Allah by which punishment is avoided. If
it is said worship is equal to piety, it is implied as piety is
different from the means to achieve it but due to the
relationship among them, the name is the same (Fakhrrazi,
Vol.2, 101) 1.

Piety can not be the ultimate goal of human creation as piety is
the means to achieve God and being close to Him and what is
used to achieve something is not a goal itself and the main goal
of worship and piety is achieving God visit as:

T 435 33ley &) ¥ 5 WAlla Sae Jasali 435 el 405 OIS (e
(Al-Kahf, verse 110): o whoever would hope for the meeting
with his Lord - let him do righteous work and not associate in
the worship of his Lord anyone."

The Holy Quran considers the deeds of those ignoring the visit
of Allah as the worst deeds:

Say, [O Muhammad], "Shall we [believers] inform you of the
greatest losers as to [their] deeds? [They are] those whose effort
is lost in worldly life, while they think that they are doing well
in work." Those are the ones who disbelieve in the verses of
their Lord and in [their] meeting Him, so their deeds have
become worthless; and we will not assign to them on the Day of
Resurrection any importance.

If a person approaches God, it is only possible by piety and
worship-, real salvation is achieved:

OsAl ejﬁd @ \)ﬁ‘}» ?(Fear God, you will be salvated)(AL-

Imran, verse 200).
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This verse considers the goal of piety as achieving salvation: He
has succeeded who purifies it, And he has failed who instills it
[with corruption].

Those who succeeded are introduced in various verses of the
Holy Quran with some attributes as good deeds and the
relevant things. According to God:

«OsAL) 2 a8 445 8 (e Gal e G5l (AL-Araf,
verse 8).

And the weighing [of deeds] that Day will be the truth. So those
whose scales are heavy - it is they who will be the successful.
Here, we can understand why piety is considered as the main
criterion of superiority before God: In another verse:

| 5lal U G pals Kany Al 0 e SR 1) G G by
RETE (] u\ {SL\S\ A Y e}SA)S‘ u‘ (Hojarat, verse 13).

O, mankind, indeed We have created you from male and
female and made you peoples and tribes that you may know one
another.

Only piety can achieve human being to the real salvation and
pure life Beside Allah.

J-‘-‘ﬂ:‘ ela e L:SM s gss*‘)é—’} C—’L‘A o2 U:Lﬁﬂ‘ «:}‘» (Al-Qamar,
verse 54-55).

Indeed, the righteous will be among gardens and rivers, In a
seat of honor near a Sovereign, Perfect in Ability.

The way to achieve salvation in the afterlife is piety: Ise sy
Ol Edel paliy S Elate das K5) be soie )
(And hasten to forgiveness from your Lord and a garden as wide
as the heavens and earth, prepared for the righteous.

Also, it is said:

&y s WU 3 L8 3000 51 e 58 UL T 5 Ggplaa®) lae (pfiall &y
Ulea sUae GL5 (e 21 3a%UIAS Y3 1530 b (Al-Naba, verse 31-
36).

Indeed, for the righteous is attainment -Gardens and
grapevines, and full-breasted [companions] of equal age, and a
full cup. No ill speech will they hear therein or any falsechood -
[As] reward from your Lord, [a generous] gift [made due by]
account,

Also, piety is a means to achieve the graces of the heaven and
the earth:

oI5 Sl (e i85 agile L V55 ) sial o8 AT & 3l
EMSRPN IS &Y eﬁgbhiﬁ \}345 sy (AL-Araf, verse 96). And if
only the people of the cities had believed and feared Allah, We
would have opened upon them blessings from the heaven and
the carth; but they denied [the messengers], so We seized them
for what they were earning."

Piety in Nahjolbalaghe

The term piety means protection. If this word is used in the
cthical fields about human being, it means self-protection, self-
mastery, self-management and considering the behavior in a
rational ways. The main goal of education is to bring up people
as they can control their own behavior. In other words, the
education of an independent person to be self-reliant, take
decision is one of the fundamental goals of education in Islamic
teaching and Nahjolbalaghe. Thus, having a vivid image of these

two concepts can be useful for the educational authorities: One

is the concept of education and another one is the concept of
piety L

On the other hand, Imam Ali (pbuh) recommends human being
to piety namely divine piety and says: O, the slaves of God,
piety avoid the true believes doing sins “(Nahjolbalaghe, sermon
411:75) ™. The one using piety can reveal his good deeds and
his deeds leads to the victory and to achieve piety, take the
opportunity (Sermon 231, 99). O believers, I recommend you
to piety and God obedience to be succeeded and salvated
(Nahjolbalaghe, sermon 161:179) 4.

According to Sermon 173 of Nahjolbalaghe, page 512: O
believers, I recommend you piety as piety is the best thing the
slaves recommend to each other and the best stage is
approaching God (Nahjolbalaghe, sermon 512) . In another
sermon, Amirolmomenin said: God has ordered you to piety
and it is the end of satisfaction from the slaves. The one being
pious can be released of bad deeds and he can live in what he
wishes (Heaven) forever (Nahjolbalaghe, sermon 251:381) 1.
In another sermon, piety effects are stated: Divine piety is the
drug of diseases of heart, brightness of heart, healing of physical
pain, healing of the wounds, purifying of pollution of soul, light
of blind eyes, security against instability, anxiety and light of
darkness (Nahjolbalaghe, sermon 198:543) (4,

As It was said, Imam Ali considers piety as the physical and
mental healing and for the assurance and comfort. Also, in
Nahjolbalaghe, piety means the guider of ethics and: s 55l
€AY G

Be pious, the piety of the one who hears feels responsible and as
he sins, he confesses and as he feels responsible, he acts and as
he fears, he obeys God and he is assure of God visit, he does
good things and he takes lessons of all these things. If he is
avoided, he accepts and if he is prevented, he obeys (Respond
to the God invitation) and refers to him and as he refers, he
repents and as he tries to follow the messengers, he follows
them and he is guided, he sees and purifies his inner and

attempts for his afterlife (Nahjolbalaghe, sermon 38, 187-189)

14

The effects of piety

Indeed, the most important ethical and spiritual element in
Nahjolbalaghe is piety. One of the basic goals in Islamic
education is piety: poiall Adlalhy Good end is dedicated to
pious people (Al-Qesas, verse 38). Imam Ali has narrated this
verse in sermon 3, First Vol, p. 76 of Nahjolbalaghe but piety is
based on two aspects: one is positive, another is negative. Thus,
a pious person is the one avoiding bad deeds (negative) and is
obliged to good deeds (positive) and these deeds are performed
not for others or fear of law, also for being organized. This is of
great importance from educational aspects. Another point
regarding piety is considering religious piety. It means that
beside the obedience of wisdom, to be protected against
deviation, another support is selected and it is the piety based
on the monotheism system. According to Dah Goftar book of
Ostad Motahari: Religious piety means to protect against any
sin defined in the religion and doesn’t commit it (Ibid, 42).
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Indeed, Nahjolbalaghe has state piety as a spiritual force created
by practice and it has some outcomes and it facilitates avoiding
sin. In the sermon 16, Imam Ali says: 3 A J5480 Ly L_;\AS»
oA OGN G 4dg (o e il 4l s jia e a5 4l
€ g8 B LA e ) AT

I guaranty the truth of my speech and my speech is a word and
if a person takes lessons of the past, piety avoids him to be
deviated. As it is said: 3 &SI eale Jad (el J LUaAY) ol Y1y
eI Lo Jas 013 Ulai 101 o 331 3 pgs conl Lyas] i
«AA o 2,3 a3l | shae

:Indeed, the sins are the wild horses wandering and finally the
horses drop their riders into fire but piety is a tame horse being
controlled easily and the horses guide the riders well to the
heaven 1%,

In the verse 112, it is said that: 4} llsl cuaa 4l (585 )y
ab dal sh clabal 5 aglld @ jeud i 4sBlAl a3 6l g ) 5 ae jlad
The divine piety supports the God believers and they are
avoided of the forbidden things defined by Allah and they fear
God as they don’t sleep at nights (worshipping) and the days are
without water (fasting). In the verse 189, it is said: 8 Oy
@l é;‘)-u‘ 2 Ay aal 5 5al Al A Indeed, piety in
this world means a barrier or shield and in the afterlife, it guides
to the heaven. In the verse 155, piety is similar to a big castle
and the enemy can not penetrate into it.

Imam Ali recommends human being to piety by different
methods namely to divine piety and it is said: “O, believers,
piety avoids the true believers doing the forbidden things
(Nahjolbalaghe, sermon 114, 57) . Or it is said, The one using
piety can reveal his good deeds and his deeds leads to the
victory and to achieve piety, take the opportunity (Sermon 231,
99). O believers, I recommend you to piety and God obedience
to be succeeded and salvated (Nahjolbalaghe, sermon 161:179)
[4]

In another sermon, piety effects are stated: Divine piety is the
drug of discases of heart, brightness of heart, healing of physical
pain, healing of the wounds, purifying of pollution of soul, light
of blind eyes, security against instability, anxiety and light of
darkness (Nahjolbalaghe, sermon 198:345) 4,

Another effect of piety is avoiding bad deeds. According to

Imam Ali, the worldly desires and the salvation methods are as:

3 )30 oS50 e Ly i s L) Las el 31 Al (5 5 aSaashy
Qﬁj}‘;\.&éd&"j ‘6))‘}%&\..\.Aju‘sy‘éi\£}\:\§;)‘5ﬂ‘@
c«&a\u‘)&jd}hueﬁaﬂu\}wju)ﬁ\ il

“l recommend you to piety and avoiding the bad deeds
determined by God with the vivid reasons. You are avoided of
the enmity in your hearts, in your ears, deviating you and
directs him to the desires, the sins are beautiful for him and
great sins are not considerable for him then, the followers are
deceived and the salvation is finished, the beauty is shown as
ugly, the easiness is problematic and the safety is fearful
(Nahjolbalaghe, sermon 83) 11,

In the sermon 16 of Nahjolbalaghe, piety is a spiritual state to
control the self. This verses says, weak character leads to the
lack of piety and the lack of resistance against the enjoyments.
In another sermons, Imam Ali orders to the control of wild self:
el o Lealaly LeSsald dlgale n Lo )5 clgmlady i aall 5 yalyy
A dela I Leale 3 WaEy <l Human being should control his
wild self, avoids sins and obey God (Nahjolbalaghe, sermon
237) 4,

Political piety in Nahjolbalaghe

Before dealing with the concept of political piety in
Nahjolbalaghe, it is required to have a general definition of
policies and political affair. According to the definition of the
theorists: politic is performing a tasks based on its benefit, if the
ruler is called politician, it is because in the social and public
affairs of the mass, the benefit is important "', In the modern
thought, politic is deceiving people. The politician is the one
resorting to anything to take power. This kind of politics is
called Makyavelistic politics. It is the politics in which goal
justifies the means.

Literally, the term politics means protection, maintenance,
giving orders, commandership, judgment, thinking, foresight,
punishment, torturing, outcomes, justice, etc. The political
dictionaries have presented different definitions of politics.
Indeed, politics means what belongs to city, its management
and the other things. Others believe that politic is the
government on human communities and taking decision about
different issues.

On the other hand, we can say politic is a set of measurements
taken to manage the affairs '’ In addition, any affair dedicated
to government, management, determination, goals and
government activity are the items of political affairs ['*1.
Thus, politic is a prevalent issue and government is the main
issue of politics and politics is also called power. Thus, politics
means guiding people by saving them from the worldly desires
and it is in the inner and outer side of any person from the
Messengers and from the kings is based on their appearance and
from the clergymen as the successors of the prophets in the
inner side (ibid).
Thus, the ruler having the political affairs of the country should
be pious and this individual piety should be revealed in the
social affairs 'Y, By such attributes, Imam Ali ordered to Malek
Ashtar:

Sl 23l g Understand the mercy and grace to the mass.

g Bl 5 agd dndll gaaa i

According to Allame Jafari, there is no true interpretation about
showing the true political piety than the above term (Ibid).
To actualize the political piety, Imam Ali recommended to
Malke: Control yourself in encountering worldly desires, if you
don’t control yourself or your anger, even your wisdom can not
work and piety helps you wisdom and he can have your true
vision ['%!. Thus, we can say one of the results of piety is creating
true vision in a politician.
The effective factor stated by the Quran as the barrier of Allah

recognition is “following the worldly desires” as in the verse:

Journal of Advanced Pharmacy Education & Research | Apr-Jun 2019 | Vol 9 | Issue S2 129



7ahra Sadat Ghazi 7ade Hashemi et al : The indices of political piety in Nahjolbalaghe

el &5 Yy Al GO G5 Al (Y 8 Al csiles )
« Jus G J‘ié;ﬁ (Sad verse, 269).

We appointed you as the agent of people and judge among them
rightly and don’t follow your worldly desires as deviates you
from the true way.

Based on this verse, following the desires deviates from the
straight way. This doesn’t allow us to see the reality and we can
not have a good judgment. Mostly, love and falsehood can not
be together as truth is based on reason and wisdom and
falsehood is based on worldly desire "1, Getting used to sin in
the final stage is as the most hilarious deeds are considered as
right and the purified use of everything is false. The deviated
tribe told Lut (pbuh):

«3,-3):\ K ru"-“ ‘ﬂ-“} ;33 re il @ Wk Siale A ‘}iﬁ» (Hud, verse
9): They said, "You have already known that we have not
concerning your daughters any claim, and indeed, you know
what we want."

This shows the end of deviation of this group. In other words, a
deviated society considers right as falsehood and falsehood as
right. They don’t consider the marriage to the believer girls as
right but they consider their sexual deviation as their own right
16l Based on some verses as: (asa 4l | o N ) sial «_);’-‘i‘ l-é—'i‘ [
paal) Jiadll (5 g 2 e i e G5 Ll &3 (Al
Anfal, verse 29): O you who have believed, if you fear Allah,
He will grant you a criterion and will remove from you your
misdeeds and forgive you. And Allah is the possessor of great
bounty.

Based on this verse, we can understand that without piety, we
can not use a criterion to determine right and falsehood as the
sins and love and anger are barriers to us to see well 1",
According to Imam Ali in the sermon 205:

“When I took power, I looked at the Holy Quran, I followed
any command in this book and followed the tradition of our
Prophet” (Nahjolbalaghe, sermon 205) M.

Unity is one of the best outcomes of promise in the fighting
against social oppression and establishment of justice. Unity is
opposite to any separation in the society and each person is
developed in such ground. Generally, the social relationship
system is based on observing the rights. According to sermon
216:

It is recommended to you to advise each other to observe each
other’s rights (Nahjolbalaghe, sermon 216) M.

On the other hand, esteem is one of the most fundamental
educational principles, as it is the basis of education. If a person
develops esteem, he is right any state. Esteem is a state in
which, he can not be defeated and it’s root is in the term
“«Woe saly as meaning hard earth Pl Imam Ali has state such
truth as:«J4d 4 BT Saadly (A person whose esteem is not
based on God, is not respectful ['"].

We should say that one of the important principles of religion is
ethics and piety. All religious teachings and rituals are used to
change a person ethically. If the religious elements in the
religion can not affect the ethical field, we have not achieved

our perfection " If we consider Islam, we can find that the

emphasis on the ethical and practical means in the form of piety,
taking lesson, gratefulness, faith, divine worshipping, achieving
salvation, etc. can show the unique value of ethics element
among other elements.

Thus, we can say religious education is the same as ethical
education based on divine piety. According to our Prophet
(pbuh): €AY A0S ac¥ciad Sy T was sent to complete the
ethical attributes "7l Some concepts as good, good deeds,
generosity, justice, avoiding deviation, oppression, etc. show
the ethical approaches to the religious education. At the end, it
can be said that the interpretation of Imam Ali beside the divine
verses and tradition can form the Islam ethical and educational

school based on divine piety.

Conclusion

In Nahjolbalaghe, piety is not equal to the concept of avoiding
even for its logical concept. In Nahjolbalaghe, piety is a spiritual
force being created based on practice and logical avoidance can
create this spiritual state and it is its effect and one of its
products. Nahjolbalaghe has stated picty has a spiritual force
created based on practice and it has some outcomes and it is
avoiding sin. A pa e )L pe )4 Ul g aim ;) J6l Lo Jady
« sl (8 aamill e ) b jaa SO e 4y G Lee Ll |
take responsibility of what I say, they one who takes lessons and
takes advices of its punishment and piety keeps him against

deviation and doubts.

As it is said: &all 5 &S L@—..‘l“— Jaa Gead JA Lladll o ¥y
5L e Jaa I Wk 1 11 b gy anl Leaad
«Aall agi 23 Lgia ) ) sha

: Indeed, the sins are the wild horses wandering and finally the
horses drop their riders into fire but piety is a tame horse being
controlled easily and the horses guide the riders well to the
heaven.

In this sermon, piety is a spiritual force to control self. This
sermon says, weak character leads to the lack of piety and the
lack of resistance against the enjoyments.

In another sermon, Imam Ali orders to the control of wild self:
e 0 Laalaly LgSeald caba s L 35 clealal i aall 5y
A della & Leala 3y Waald «): Human being should control his
wild self, avoids sins and obey God.

In addition, to Imam Ali (pbuh), one of the most important
factors in keeping the esteem, freedom and social justice of
people is having the political piety by the Islamic ruler. Thus, in
Nahjolbalaghe, the commanders are invited to observe political
piety. Indeed, political piety is observing the rights of people
and keeping their position and esteem and avoiding oppression

and cruelty.
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